Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.179; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.9.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 17 H 11 N 3 , the 4,5-diazafluorenylidene unit is nearly planar and is oriented with respect to the phenyl ring at a dihedral angle of 75.75 (3) . In the crystal structure, the molecules are aligned in the [100] direction in such a way that neighbouring 4,5-diazafluorenylidene planes face each other in an antiparallel fashion. N-(4,5-diazafluorenylidene) benzenamine, is one of the important ligands, being utilized to synthesize complexes with interesting photochemical properties (Wang & Rillema, 1997) . The crystal structure of 4-methyl-N-(4,5-diazafluorenylidene)benzenamine monohydrate, (II) (Wang et al., 2006) was reported, previously. We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
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Data collection
In the molecule of (I) (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges, which are comparable with the corresponding values in other fluorenylidene compounds (II), N-fluorenylidene-aniline-benzene (4/1), (III) (Peters et al., 1998) , N-(9H-fluoren-9-ylidene)-N-(4-methoxyphenyl)amine, (IV) (Glagovich et al., 2004a) and N-9H-fluoren-9-ylidene-3,4-dimethyl-aniline, (V) (Glagovich et al., 2004b) In the crystal structure, the molecules are aligned in the [100] direction, in such a way that neighbouring 4,5-diazafluorenylidene planes face in anti-parallel fashion (Fig. 2) , as in (II).
Experimental
The title compound, (I), was prepared according to the literature method (Wang & Rillema, 1997) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by dissolving (I) (2.0 g, 6.3 mmol) in acetate ester solution (50 ml, 1.0 mol/L) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 5 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.057
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.2º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.8º 
